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@ : There is enclosed herewith a memorandum entitloed "National |
i Resistance and Purges in Soviet Latvia" in the Gorman language o :

prepared by kr. Bruno Kalning, leader of the Latvian Soclalist : :
group in Sweden.. kr. Kalnins is a wellknown Social Democrat B !
who has resided in Sweden since 1944, after having escaped ; :
from Latvia just prior to the re-entry of that country by the
armed forces of the Soviet Union. He also serves as Stockholm . ‘ '
correspondent for The New Leader, published in New York City. o !
This riemorandum was prepared at ihe request of an officer of U
. this Bnbassy. i
: Al thouch o ,
A : /The memorandum is talken up to a certain extent with ire b '
) . relevant matters concerning Kr. Kalnins himself and the 'P“"‘ !
p— . position of the 8ocial Democrsts, it is thought that some 3
[ detalls contained therein may be new to tho Departmont. There~ bR
: fore it did not appear necessary to make a full translation. : :
i A summary of the pertinent facts are in effect as follows: —_—

: The Communist purge in Latvia started with diatribes -

i " against t{no leaders of non-Col a8t labor, particularly Social }

b Democrats -Bruno NS and V. BASTJANIS in an article by the '

Soviet jurfs% O.YGRINBERGS in Ging, -the offical organ of the i

Latidan Communist Fa¥ty. The next step was a syndicated article
in the same newspaper A. PELSCHE o socretary of the 1
Latvian Coumunist Party, entitled "f'ight Against Bourgeois
Nationalism = the Task of the Party®. The article exposed what
was called the "USeorientation of the Latvian nationalists®
their "conspiratory activities" both abroad and at home, an&
the "acute danger menacing the Soviet regime in Latvia™ from . T
those quarters, It slso referred to the national resistance N :
movement in Latvia, which reportedly includes non-Socialists , !

- as well as 8Socialist Partles. : .

; The nmemorandum further states that during. the past two )
i ) months this propaganda was followed by arrests of an unspecified, i
5 b ~ but rather large nuwber of Latvian nationalists and non- :
: Courmn{st labor leaders. This inaluded the discharge and/or :
P punishment of Latvian Communists, Soviet functionaries and ' '
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;nnd. 'top-rnnld.ng civil servants, A number of these cases were

published either in the press or over Radio Riga,
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fessors b the leaders of
throe Inatitutes of tho Soviet-mtv" zm-z‘cademy of Sclences
received a formal reprimand for their “irresponsible attitude
and their neglect (of watchfulness)®, A few weeks later f
:dditio sters_wore Nﬁeportedly discharged, nnmel O%SILM-
Promie VALESKALNS;, tho(Qlini 31;9: ?5 oreign
nister of Education foreign
IS8 thie Stockholi press also reported that Professor KIRCHe
TEINS had been discharged. However this report apparontly

S, the Minister of Agrie ture was discharged. QE.I‘O—
RCHENSTRINS ¢

" originated from guestionable Latvian sources in Stockholm and

there is no foundation in fact for this rumor.

*The dis ged Ministers were roportedly replacgd by, th
o YosTR gqth ) goviet

Soviet C tiz as mustor of Forelgn ailrs
Cit1 ster of Forestry. 1d )V ﬂy.s
Latvian rr o Stviet Russia as{Minister of ofigy 8 ONS,

during the last war served as a partisan loader. According
Kalnins, the new Ministers know little or nothing of Lntvn
and do not even speak the language., Thair appointmonts appare
ently stemmed from a desire to strengthen the Russian element,
- which in Koscow's opinion. hu proved more reliable than Latvian
commistl.
purge and related actions ltartod 1n a serious way in
Soptmbor, 1;50 and seem to have contimmed to date. According
to tho nemorn.ndum there is evidence to the effect that even
s alter the 8Boviet ocoupation, a strong resistance
t-l': nmong tho pooyﬂ.o in general and nmonz abor exists.
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